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Title of Proposal To what extent did Russian short term military and organisational errors determine the 
outcome of the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 

 

 

Details of Proposal (see over)    

[Special subject: 5l Germany, 1919-1945] 
Bibliography: 1) "Rusia: War, Peace & Diplomacy"- John & Mark Erickson 
2) "The War in the Far East"- Collected Articles from the Times (London) 
3) "Aspects of the Russo-Japanese War"-  Stewart Lone 
4) "The Emergence of Japan as a world power 1895-1925" -Morinosuke Kajima 
5) "The Enigma of Japanese Power"- Karel van Wolferen  
6) "The Short Victorious War"- David Walder 
7) "A Brief Diplomatic History of Modern Japan"- Morinosuke Kajima 
 
OUTLINE: 
When examining the course of the Russo-Japanese war it quickly becomes clear that there are a series of mistakes and incorrect 
preperations that were entirly avoidable and hindered the Russian war effort enormously. I want to focus on the short term cause and 
effect of these errors (such as the "Incident at Dogger Bank", misuse of the Trans-Siberian Railway and the unnecessary surrender of 
Port Arthur), rather than what might be percieved as the long term structural issues of the Russian empire.   
 
These events certainly did have considerable impact,  but they may well have not been decisive. I alos want to evaluate other key 
factors  from the Japanese point of view. Of these  the effect of Britain and diplomatic recognition, the quality of of the Japanese 
army and navy and the extent to which proximity and better knowlage of the local area may have helped been the true reason for the 
percieved incompetence of the Russian military. I will also briefly look into the potential course of war had  it been on larger scale 
and longer time frame, in effect the importance of the war being short and localised.   
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Comments: 

Jennifer: Some very interesting ideas here and a sound start to your reading.  This should work well.  
Although I understand your focus on the short term and the focus of the question, you will need to show that 
you are aware of the longer-term perspectives in your work. Do engage with the historical debate, and please 
make sure that you evaluate all the sources you use. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF THIS FORM 
 
 
1 This form should be sent to CIE by email by 31 October in the year before 

examination, or earlier. 
 
2 One form should be used for each candidate (except in certain cases where only 

one form for the subject is required). If extra space is required to complete the 
outline proposal a second OPF should be used.  

 
3 Please ensure that the appropriate boxes at the top of the form are completed. If 

this portion is not correctly completed, it will be necessary to return the form. 
 
4 The outline should normally include: 

(i) the title or aim of the piece of work; 
(ii) the methods to be used to collect and analyse information and data 

and, where possible and appropriate, a brief list of sources; 
(iii) a bibliography (in appropriate syllabuses only); 
(iv) Art and Design submissions should also clearly identify sources for 

first hand study and other sources and contacts; such as interviews, 
gallery visits etc. Any teacher’s comment can be added at the bottom 
of the ‘Details of Proposal’ box; 

(v) History – give details of which Paper 5 option (a–m) candidates will be 
entered for. 

(vi) Psychology submissions should state the issues to investigate and 
the details of ethical considerations for the investigation.  Forms will 
not be considered unless these details are included.  As this is a 
Personal Investigation, no two proposals should be the same. 

(vii) IRR – submissions need to explain the problem to be investigated and 
how the question will lead to the sustained analysis and evaluation 
needed to meet AO2 and AO3. 

 
5 The completed form must be emailed before the candidate starts the work. 

The form will be returned with the adviser’s comments and should be included 
in the completed study after the title page. 

 
6 The form should only be completed after reading the relevant Personal 

Investigation sections of the syllabus and emailed, via the centre, to 
CIEOPF@cie.org.uk.  A copy of the proposal form should be retained. 
The completion of this form is optional for some subjects and compulsory for 
others.  

 
7 Proposals which are being re-submitted must be accompanied by the original 

proposal; those candidates adjusting their proposal in line with the adviser’s 
comment need not resubmit. 

 
8 Centres should expect an acknowledgement within 10 working days of 

submission. If this is not received please telephone Cambridge International 
Examinations Customer Services on 01223 553554. 

 


